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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 8 and 1 8 - 20 are pending in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 6-8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claims 6-8 and 20 contains 
subject matter "adjustment factor" and "distinguished query" which were not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, the limitation "levels of effort" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear how this limitation has been determined. 
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Regarding claims 6 and 20, the limitation "distinguished query" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear as to the proper meaning of this limitation. 

Regarding claim 6, the limitation "adjustment factor" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear as to the proper meaning of this limitation. 

See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 - 8 and 18 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,640,553 issued to John Schultz ("Schultz"). 

With respect to claim 1 , Schultz teaches a method in a computing system for 
ranking items in a search result, the method comprising: 

receiving a query specifying one or more terms (column 13, lines 59 - 60); 

generating a query result identifying a plurality of items satisfying the query; and 
for a plurality of items identified in the query result, combining ratings reflecting both (a) 
the frequencies with which users selected the item in query results produced for earlier 
queries specifying one or more terms of the query and (b) levels of effort required to 
make such selections, such that the combination of ratings produces a ranking value for 
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the item (column 6, lines 42 - 53; column 13, line 35 - column 14, line 27 and column 
36, line 34 - column 37, lines 16 and 65). 

As to claim 2, the ratings that are combined reflect the number of items that 
preceded the selected items in the query results from which they were selected (column 
6, lines 42-53). 

As to claim 3, the ratings that are combined reflect the set of navigation 
commands needed to reach the selected items in the query results from which they 
were selected (column 6, lines 42 - 53). 

As to claim 4, the ratings that are combined reflect the extent to which the query 
results from which the items were selected was scrolled to reach the selected items 
(column 6, lines 42 - 53). 

As to claim 5, the ratings that are combined reflect, in the query results from 
which the items were selected, the number of pages of each query result that preceded 
the page of each query result containing the selected item (column 6, lines 42 - 53). 

Subject matter of claims 6-8 and 18-20 are rejected in the analysis above in 
claims 1 - 5 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Al Alam whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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